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Martha E. Bernal Doctoral Scholarship Award Application Form
	2025	

	NAME: (Last)                               (First)                                                          

	ASU ID #


	CURRENT STREET ADDRESS

	CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE

	
	ZIP CODE


	PHONE NUMBER: (Work)                   (Home) 
	EMAIL ADDRESS


	Degree Program:  
	Program Year:
	Anticipated Graduation Date: 



The following materials should be emailed to kjgrimm@asu.edu by 5pm on Monday, March 3, 2025:

1. A completed copy of this application form;
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]A brief statement of purpose that describes: your academic history; your contributions to minority mental health issues (broadly defined); and your career goals, specifically noting the connection of these goals to minority mental health issues; 
3. A current CV; and
4. A letter of recommendation sent by a faculty member directly to the Awards Committee at kjgrimm@asu.edu (Subject: Bernal Doctoral Scholarship).  Letter writers should identify discipline-specific expectations and norms to facilitate evaluation of the student’s accomplishments.

APPLICANT SIGNATURE:  By signing below, I certify that the information contained herein is true and accurate, that I meet the eligibility requirements, and I give the Department of Psychology permission to verify my academic record.


_________________________________________________________	________________
Applicant Signature	Date


Please provide the name and department affiliation of the ASU faculty member writing a letter of recommendation for you.  


______________________________________	______________________________________
ASU Faculty Member	Department Affiliation


Description of Martha E. Bernal Scholarship
2025


Eligibility Requirements

1.  The student must have formal doctoral student standing affiliated with the Department of Psychology; the Hispanic Research Center; the School of Transborder Studies; the School of Social and Family Dynamics; Linguistics; or any other social science discipline relevant to minority mental health issues (broadly defined).  
2.  The student must have some record of contributions and future career plans in research, service delivery, or policy relevant to minority populations.
3.  The student must be making acceptable and timely progress toward the completion of the Ph.D. degree and enrolled as a full-time student.  
4.	The student must be enrolled full-time in the Fall 2025 semester to be eligible for this award.  

Application Process

1. The application and description of the scholarship are emailed to faculty and graduate students in relevant departments.  Application materials are also available online at https://psychology.clas.asu.edu/student-life/the-graduate-experience/fellowships-and-awards.
2. The student completes and submits the application.  
3. The student arranges for a separate letter of recommendation to be sent by a faculty member.  
4. All materials are sent to kjgrimm@asu.edu. The deadline for electronic submission of all materials, including the letter of recommendation, is 5pm on Friday, March 3, 2025.
5. Scholarships are disbursed during the fall semester, so the student must be enrolled as a full-time student during the Fall 2025 semester to be eligible for this award.  Funds are deposited to the student's account and pay for any remaining balances before being accessible to the student.
6. Recipients will be notified by April 18, 2025. 


Selection Process

The award is intended to recognize the efforts of a Ph.D. student who is doing work similar to the career accomplishments of Professor Bernal.  The Martha E. Bernal Memorial Fund is designed solely to support this special award as a tribute to Professor Martha E. Bernal and her life’s work.  The Department of Psychology Awards Committee will review all submitted materials and make a selection based on the intent of this award.

Award Distribution

The recipients will be honored at the annual end-of-the-year Psychology Department celebration and at the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Hearts & Scholars Scholarship Dinner typically held during the (following) spring semester. Based on estimates from last year, the current expected award amount is approximately $900; that amount may change due to fluctuations in finances that are beyond the control of the Awards Committee.  Any impact of this award on the student’s financial aid support will be the student’s responsibility.

The Martha E. Bernal Memorial Scholarship Award Endowment is named in honor and in memory of Martha E. Bernal.  As a tribute to Martha E. Bernal, family members, friends and colleagues established this Fund as a means of supporting the continuation of her work.

Martha was born April 13, 1931, in San Antonio, Texas and was raised in El Paso, Texas.  She became the first Latina to receive a Ph.D. in psychology in the United States.  Martha earned her Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology from Indiana University, Bloomington, in 1962.  She earned her M.A. at Syracuse University and her B.A. from the University of Texas, El Paso.  Prior to joining the faculty at Arizona State University in 1986, she worked at three universities: UCLA, the University of Arizona and the University of Denver.  In addition to being a professor of psychology at ASU, she was a charter member of the Hispanic Research Center at ASU.  Martha was a strong advocate for the preparation of psychologists to serve ethnic minority populations.  After her sabbatical year in 1979, she was clearly the leading researcher on the training of minority psychologists.  Her work has had a tremendous impact on our understanding of minority mental health issues as well as in increasing the presence of ethnic minority students in graduate programs in Psychology.  She retired from ASU as professor emeritus of psychology in 1996.

At ASU, Martha was a highly productive scholar, educator and mentor of numerous graduate and undergraduate students, a strong role model for many faculty members and a voice of counsel to the Latina and Latino community within the university and in the community.  She did innovative work on ethnic identity development, including co-publishing an edited volume on ethnic identity and helping to organize an annual symposium.  Martha helped establish the National Hispanic Psychological Association, serving as treasurer and president.  In August 2001, shortly before her passing, she received the American Psychological Association (APA) Award for Distinguished Senior Career Contributions to the Public Interest.  Martha had provided the initiative to change the structure of the APA, including helping to form the APA Board of Ethnic Minority Affairs.  After suffering from three bouts of cancer, Martha passed away on September 28, 2001 at the age of 70. 

The Department of Psychology is honored to be the ASU Beneficiary and responsible for the selection of the annual recipient of the Martha E. Bernal Memorial Award.  
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